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GSBF President’s Message, Ted  E. Matson

Once again, I’m 
writing this 
message while 
inspired, this 

time from my very first trip to Japan.  I joined Gary 
and Lucy Judd of Sacramento (along with Lucy’s mom, 
Mary Sakaishi) for a brief tour that was highlighted by 
the Kokufu-Ten exhibition (which I went through at 
my leisure two different times with no crowds!!).  We 
also got to see various nurseries, including a couple 
where we were the first American visitors ever, and 
classic places like Kobayashi’s and Kimura’s.  You can 
bet we saw some truly incredible trees. 

At Kimura’s we also had a short but nice visit with 
Ryan Neil.  If you don’t know, Ryan is an American 
apprentice who has been receiving financial support 
from GSBF.  I’m happy to report that Ryan is now in 
his fifth and final year of working with Sensei Kimura, 
and will launch into a full-time bonsai career when he 
returns to the states. We’re going to have a real asset 
when he gets back, and he’s promised to share his ac-
quired knowledge and skills with GSBF in return for 
our support.  I know our investment in Ryan will pay 
off for years to come.

We also recently held our Spring Board Meeting.  
This was the first year we’ve held it in conjunction 
with one of our collection fundraisers, with this year’s 
meeting occurring during the Bonsai-A-Thon at Hun-
tington Gardens in Southern California.  While not 
all trustees and board members were able to attend, 
we did have a quorum and we were able to address 
some important business.  

One item that came up that will concern every 
club involves licensing requirements for plant sales.  
In the current economic climate, counties and cit-
ies are forced to find new sources of revenue and/or 
squeeze more out of existing sources.  They are now 
cracking down on sales activities at conferences and 
conventions, making sure that anyone selling items 
has a local sales license.  GSBF does conduct some 
sales at our conventions (e.g., pins and aprons), and 
we will be required to obtain the proper licenses from 
now on.  If your club conducts sales of any kind at its 
local shows and exhibits, make sure you’re properly 
licensed as the penalties can be costly.

A couple of other items of business:

•	 Golden Statements subscriptions will no lon-
ger be automatically included as part of convention 
registrations.  We will include a space to subscribe on 
the registration forms and we’ll also promote sub-
scriptions at the convention itself.  With the dramatic 
improvements to the content and quality of the maga-
zine, I have no doubt that people will want it more 
than ever.  And, with the kind of job Cindy Peterson 
is doing as subscription manager, we really don’t need 
to use the convention to drive subscriptions like we 
once did.

•	 We are moving forward on our website up-
grade program started last year.  Joe Byrd has done a 
great job in refreshing our existing site, but we rec-
ognize the need for even more capabilities, especially 
those that offer greater efficiencies in updating and 
maintenance (including easy updating of member club 
information), and tools for data base management and 
financial transactions (so we can handle sales of on-
line subscriptions to GS, as well as fee-based access to 
articles from past issues once Carl Morimoto finishes 
his project to scan the entire GS archive).  A commit-
tee is currently reviewing our needs and will come up 
with a plan for Dave McCoy to implement.

•	 We want to expand our Annual Giving cam-
paign to include solicitations made through GSBF 
member clubs.  Up to now, this program has been 
conducted as an independent, direct mail effort.  And, 
under Laurie Feetham’s guidance, it has produced 
some nice revenues for our collections and education-
al programs, as well as support for our general fund.  
However, it’s capable of producing so much more and 
we need our clubs to help this effort by supporting a 
mail campaign to their respective individual members.  
We’re going to enlist our trustees to help us get the 
word out on this very important strategy in our over-
all fundraising efforts.

Finally, I would like to remind all GSBF member 
clubs that they have another chance to put the “Pow-
er of One” to work for the benefit of their club and 
the convention this year.  I hope you’re coming up 
with new and creative ways to get a convention regis-
tration in the hands of a deserving club member who 
will bring their experiences back to share.  We’ve got 
a great program lined up for Riverside, which you’ll 
hear all about in the next issue of GS, so make plans 
to get behind the “Power of One.”
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GSBF Trustee Profile:   
	 District A’s Leo Martinez 
	 District D’s John van de Wouw

Leo Martinez is one of two 
District A Trustees. This is Leo’s 
first term in a position with GSBF, 
though Leo has been active with 
Bonsai for over twenty-five years. 
Leo was introduced to Bonsai by a 
member of the Marin Bonsai Club 
and has been active ever since. Leo’s 

knowledge of Bonsai has developed over the years 
through study, training, workshops, and mentor-
ing by Bonsai artists. Leo’s experience has continued  
to evolve through teaching the art of Bonsai in the 
classroom, to garden clubs and organizations, and 
teaching of individuals. Leo has been a member of 
numerous Bonsai clubs including seventeen years  
as a member of the Marin Bonsai Club in Northern 
California, which included a role as president of the 
club. Leo was co-founder/member and instructor of 
the Desert Bonsai Club in Richland, Washington,  
and is the founder and President of the Nevada 
County Bonsai Club in Grass Valley, California, 
founded in April 2007. Leo presently resides in  
Grass Valley, California. He can be reached at 
 lrmartin@cebridge.net, or by phone at 530-273-2628

John van de Wouw began as the 
family gardener and became familiar 
with the Japanese culture growing up 
in Southern California. John took his 
first bonsai class with Ben Suzuki at 
the South Coast Botanical Gardens 
in 1982 and continued his education 
by reading a number of bonsai books 

and experimented with keeping trees alive before con-
tinuing his formal training through classes taught by 
Leila Kusumi, Gordon Tengan, and Hank Sugimoto, 
with special guest appearances by Mel Ikeda. Now a 
student of Shig Mia, Frank Goya, and Mas Moriguchi 
at Marina Bonsai in Venice, John also continues his 
education with Ben Oki. John was a recipient of  the 
GSBF Bonsai Teacher Development Grant in 1992 and 
serves on the board of both the California Bonsai So-
ciety and Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai. John hopes to promote 
the art of bonsai within the Los Angeles District D 
area. Please contact John with any questions or com-
ments you may have at jvandewouw@earthlink.net.

Carl Morimoto 
Advisor

Ann Harris 
Financial Mgr

Michael Jonas 
Ad Manager

Cindy Peterson 
Subscription 
Manager

Kathy Owyoung 
Proofreader

Timm Johnson 
Calendar of 
Events Mgr

This issue of Golden Statements is 
larger and more colorful than ever, 
and get this... we are running in 
balance!  Money coming in from 
subscribers and advertisers is  
equal to the money going out for 
printing, postage and incidental 
business expenses.  

It takes a wonderful team of  
volunteers with specific skills and  
areas of responsibility to keep ev-
erything  in check. I hope you agree 
that their focused dedication has 
paid off with an improved magazine 
worthy of your subscription.

I’d also like to thank all our generous 
contributors for articles, photographs 
and drawings. Golden Statements has 
been attracting quality articles from 
many people.  You’ll notice this issue 
includes articles from some ‘new to 
GS’ contributors. Bonsai author Kate 
Adam, who is married to famed  
bonsai teacher, Peter Adams submit-
ted an article on ‘Grass roots bonsai,’ 
and there is a feature on carving  
deciduous trees by bonsaiist, Ian 
Burke who recently moved from 
Washington, D.C. to California.  
Ian promises to become a regular  
contributor.  In our next issue he’ll 
talk about carving conifers.

How to Subscribe:
Please provide your name, address 
and telephone number along with a 
check  made out to:  
Golden Statements 
Mail to: Cindy Peterson,  
Subscription Manager 
7241 E. Rocky Ridge Drive 
Tucson, AZ 85750 

Subscription Rates  
for one year (6 issue)  
• Regular - bulk mail (US $20)  
Call Cindy at 520-299-5952 with 
questions and other mail rates.
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Seasonal Suggestions: 
Growth - of your art, 

of your knowledge 
by Marty Mann 

No. 117 - May/June 2009 
As the spring Equinox passed in early spring, the 

new growth and awakening buds have developed with 
new vigor - on the brink of summer, continue the 
ongoing process of snipping new growth as soon as it 
hardens. Do so early in May before the more  
aggressive growth of summer creates long, undesirable 
internodes. By constant reshaping and cutting back 
growth of deciduous trees you encourage delicate side 
branching and a softer overall look. The object of  
cutting new growth is to maintain a relationship  
between the size of the leaves and branches to the 
overall size of the tree. It encourages branch thicken-
ing and adds an aged look. Watch the exposed end 
cuts. Apply a tree seal or just old fashioned Elmer’s 
glue to large cuts or carvings.

Pine grooming takes place in May or June. The 
removal of candles and prior year’s needles is most 
important. The techniques shown by visiting Japa-
nese masters suggested the pruning of pine branches 
to form clusters of 6 to 10 needles at the end of each 
branch. Leave some growing needles to improve the 
likelihood of new bud formation on the old wood 
for the growth of new side branching. New pine 
buds customarily grow in a sheath cover that sur-
rounds needle clusters. Take care not to damage these 
sheaths.

When removing candles on Black Pines start with 
the shortest candles first. Then a week or so later, 
remove the medium and finally the largest candles. 
This staggered routine evenly balances the tree’s 
growth and the related needle lengths. Don’t start too 
early in May - later in June may be better. The longer 
summer growing season encourages long, unwanted 
internodes. Routine plucking and removal of old prior 
year needles should be done. Trimming Hinoki  
Cypress late in May allows fresh new growth through-
out the summer months. In all cases, be sure your tree 
is healthy before you trim. Feed a low nitrogen food 
at least two weeks prior to any major cutting. Watch 
the large cuts. Pines do not need any tree seal  
applications since the pitch itself seals. 

We are in the midst of great growing activity. The 
winter dormancy has been relieved by warming  
periods of early spring. Buds have expanded. Leaves 
have formed and opened and trees are becoming a 
blanket of foliage and woody structures. 

During the spring period flowering varieties 
expend their energy for spectacular shows of blooms. 
Azalea, Forsythia, Sasanqua Camellia, Quince and 
fruiting trees have done their thing! As the month 
passes, begin the process of pruning to restore the 
shapes of the trees and encourage next year’s blooms. 
March and April activities  have developed basic 
tree outlines as you pinched. You benefit from finer 
branch twiggyness and an overall healthier foliage 
mass. 

Newly repotted spring material is now sub-
stantially established. Growth shows in the form 
of internodes extensions, new leaf formations and 
overall fullness. These are all healthy signs, but, you 
must maintain the tree style and shape by continuous 
pinching back, thinning excess branches and shorten-
ing long internodes. Don’t let the healthy growth mis-
lead you. Your tree requires constant training. Bonsai 
is still a living art form. 

Heavy growing periods also causes considerable 
drainage problems. Check the drain holes in your 
pots. Examine them to see if the rootage has ex-
tended through these holes. A light repotting may be 
in order. Prune the excess rootage. Look for signs of 
insect activity under the pots. Spray the potting areas 
and benches with a good penetrating insecticide. 

Check your root over rock plantings from last 
year. It may be time to remove most of the wire and 
start brushing away some of the muck and moss to 
expose the trunk and roots. The surfaces of the roots 
should be taking on the texture and color of the bark 
of the tree. 

Take new cuttings at this time of vigorous growth. 
Dip damp cuttings into a powdered rooting hormone. 
Insert cuttings into pure sand or perlite to assure a 
well drained mix. Keep the mix moist and out of di-
rect sunlight until signs of new growth appear.

Remember June brings in the heat of summer. 
While trying to protect new leaves from the strong 
sun, it is still necessary to allow at least a few hours 
of morning sun. Too much shade encourages rampant 
green growth. Heat suggests more water care. Care 
means avoiding overhead moisture on green leaves. 
Care means deep and more frequent water penetra-
tion to avoid alkaline build-up. Care means more 
water at the root level to offset the faster moisture 
evaporation though the leaves. Root rot damage can 
be the result of being too kind. Test your trees. Do 
they really need more water? Touch the surface. Feel 
the need. 

This article has been extracted from a recently published book called 
‘Bonsai Ideas’©. By Marty Mann. Material is not to be copied without 
publisher or author’s permission. - May 2009




